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THE STRUCTURAL ASPECT OF THE SENTENCE 

Аннотация. В статье рассматривается структура и модели английских 

предложений с позиций различных лингвистических школ. Приведён анализ 

трудов И.П Крылова, Д.А Кожанов, М.Я Блох, С.В Санникова. 

Рассматриваются структурные и функциональные подходы, типология 

предложений и функции грамматики в коммуникации. Подчёркивается 

взаимосвязь грамматической формы и значения в языке. 
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Abstract. This article examines the structure and patterns of English sentences 

from the perspective of various linguistic schools. It analyzes the works of I.P. Krylov, 

D.A. Kozhanov, M.Ya. Blokh, and S.V. Sannikov. Structural and functional 

approaches, sentence typology, and the functions of grammar in communication are 

considered. The relationship between grammatical form and meaning in language is 

emphasized. 
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All words in a sentence perform definite syntactic functions. As a rule, every 

English sentence contains words or groups of words functioning as the subject and the 

predicate. Grammatically, these functions are independent and equally significant in 



the sentence. For that reason they are called the principal parts, members of the 

sentence. Words performing all other functions in the sentence depend either on the 

subject and together they form the subject-phrase of the sentence or on the predicate 

together they form the predicate-phrase of the sentence. A sentence which has both the 

subject and the predicate is known as a two-member sentence. Most English sentences 

are two-member ones.  

Sentences which consist of only the subject or only the predicate are termed one-

member sentences. There are not many one member sentences in English. We find 

among them: 1) sentences with a verb in the Imperative mood. e.g. Keep clear of the 

road: Step aside, please. 2) some exclamatory sentences e.g. What a nice view! How 

cold! 3) questions expressing suggestion. e.g. Why not give him a telephone call? What 

about having a cup of tea? 4) sentences expressing confirmation or negation e.g. Yes. 

No. 5) some formulas of courtesy. e.g. Hello! Good-bye! See you to night. 

Sentences built up of only the subject and the predicate are called unextended 

sentences. e.g. The rain has stopped. It is cold. Sentences in which, besides the principal 

parts, there are words performing other secondary functions are called extended 

sentences. e.g. Edward was most anxious to hear all the news about his family. For 

practical purposes of learning English, it is necessary and sufficient to distinguish the 

following syntactic functions within a simple sentence [1,209p.]. 

The sentence is the immediate integral unit of speech built up of words according 

to a definite syntactic pattern and distinguished by a contextually relevant 

communicative purpose. Any coherent connection of words having an informative 

destination is effected within the framework of the sentence. Therefore the sentence is 

the main object of syntax as part of the grammatical theory. 

Thus, the sentence is characterized by its specific category of predication which 

establishes the relation of the named phenomena to actual life. The general semantic 

category of modality is also defined by linguists as exposing the connection between 

the named objects and surrounding reality. However, modality, as different from 

predication, is not specifically confined to the sentence; this is a broader category 

revealed both in the grammatical elements of language and its lexical, purely 



nominative elements. In this sense, every word expressing a definite correlation 

between the named substance and objective reality should be recognised as modal. 

Here belong such lexemes of full notional standing as "probability", "desirability", 

"necessity" and the like, together with all the derivationally relevant words making up 

the corresponding series of the lexical paradigm of nomination; here belong semi-

functional words and phrases of probability and existential evaluation, such as perhaps, 

may be, by all means, etc.; here belong further, word particles of specifying modal 

semantics, such as just, even, would be, etc.; here belong, finally, modal verbs 

expressing a broad range of modal meanings which are actually turned into elements 

of predicative semantics in concrete, contextually-bound utterances. As for predication 

proper, it embodies not any kind of modality, but only syntactic modality as the 

fundamental distinguishing feature of the sentence. It is the feature of predication, fully 

and explicitly expressed by a contextually relevant grammatical complex, that 

identifies the sentence in distinction to any combination of a situational referent [2, 

236p.]. 

Traditionally the parts of the sentence are divided into principal Subject and 

Predicate and secondary Object, Attribute and Adverbial Modifier, but this division is 

rather conventional and depends on which aspect of the sentence is taken into 

consideration. If we consider the role of the parts of the sentence in establishing the 

predicative nucleus of the sentence the subject and the predicate are really the principal 

parts. But if we take into consideration the problem of valency and the structural 

minimum of the sentence we will see that with some verb objects and adverbial 

modifiers can be as obligatory and important as the subject and the predicate.  

As for the relations between the subject and the predicate there is no unanimous 

opinion about the question which of them is the governing part and which is 

subordinated to it. There are at least three opinions about it: 1. The governing and 

therefore the most principal part is the subject and the predicate is subordinated to it 

because it agrees with the subject in number and person; 2. The main part is the 

predicate because it is the structural and semantic center of the sentence and, in 

accordance with its valency, it determines the number and the character of the rest of 



the sentence, including the subject; 3. The subject and the predicate are equal in their 

status. Thus point of view is supported by the opinion that the structure of the sentence 

corresponds to the structure of the logical proposition which has two parts – the logical 

subject and the logical predicate and they are equal in their status and both are 

indispensable for the structure of the proposition. This view on the relations between 

the syntactic subject and predicate presupposes that neither of them is subordinated to 

the other. 

The Predicate is the part of the sentence which expresses a predicative feature 

attributed to the subject of the sentence. Like the subject, the predicate also carries out 

a triple function in the sentence: structural, semantic and communicative. Its structural 

function consists in establishing the syntactic relations with the subject and other parts 

of the sentence. The semantic function of the predicate finds its expression in 

attributing certain features to the subject. Its communicative function is manifested in 

the fact that through the predicate and the expression of predication the sentence 

becomes a minimal unit of communication. In the structure of a simple, two-member 

sentence the predicate usually carries out the function of the rheme. 

The Object is a very important part of the sentence if only because the English 

verb is characterized by a high degree of transitivity. The object is also important for 

the actual division of the sentence as it often carries out the rhematic function. 

Adverbial objects constitute the peripheral zone in the class of objects which is 

close to the adverbial modifier. They usually occur after verbs which are basically 

intransitive. There are several types of adverbial objects. First of all they are found 

after verbs of motion. These are the meanings of location, to climb a mountain, to swim 

a river and of measure, to walk a mile. 

The Adverbial modifier is a part of the sentence which is syntactically related to 

the predicate and which modifiers the action or state expressed by the predicate. 

Depending on the valency of the predicate the adverbial modifier may be either an 

obligatory or an optional part of the sentence. They play an important role in the actual 

division of the sentence and often express the new, or most important information. 

Since action can be modified from various aspects and the cognitive scheme of the verb 



includes many components  time, place, manner etc. There are several types of 

adverbial modifiers and they may be divided into two main groups according to their 

semantic distance to the verb: 1) adverbial modifiers which express the inner 

characteristic of the action, such as manner and degree. 2) adverbial modifiers which 

express the outward characteristic of the action in its relation to other objects or 

processes. Here belong such types of adverbial modifiers as of time, place, attending 

circumstances, comparison, cause, consequence, result, purpose, condition and 

concession. Sometimes the adverbial modifiers of time and place may loosen the direct 

connection with the predicate and begin to charcterize the determine the sentence on 

the whole. Such adverbial modifiers are called the determinants of the sentence. Very 

often such determinants refer not just to one sentence but to a whole paragraph and in 

such cases they fulfil a text-forming function, they serve as a means of text cohesion. 

The attribute is a part of the sentence which modifies nouns in the sentence. Its 

position in the system of parts of the sentence is thus very specific. Unlike objects and 

adverbial modifiers which are predicate oriented, the attribute is noun-oriented, i.e. it 

modifies a noun which can be used in any position in the sentence: subject, object, 

predicative or adverbial modifier. Attribute often defined as ‘a part of a part of the 

sentence’ thus stressing its subordinated character in the syntactic structure of the 

sentence. This position of attributes, in its turn, may be explained by the fact of their 

secondary derivational nature: most of the attributive relations can be traced back to 

predicative relations, e.g. a cold day - the day is cold. Attributes are usually optional 

parts of the sentence which is quite logical because, being noun-oriented, they are not 

necessitated by the valency of the verb. But they may become necessary for the 

semantic completeness of the sentence. E.g. My parents were working people. He was 

a fat boy with red cheeks. The deletion of attributes from these sentences would make 

the sentences semantically empty as the attributes carry the most important information 

[3,71p.]. 

Knowledge of a language enables you to combine words to form phrases, and 

phrases to form sentences. You cannot buy a dictionary of any language with all its 

sentences, because no dictionary can list all the possible sentences. Knowing a 



language means being able to produce new sentences never spoken before and to 

understand sentences never heard before. Consider the following sentence: “Daniel 

Boone decided to become a pioneer because he dreamed of pigeon-toed giraffes and 

cross-eyed elephants dancing in pink skirts and green berets on the wind-swept plains 

of the Midwest”. You may not believe the sentence; you may question its logic; but 

you can understand it, although you probably never heard or read it before now. It is 

rather difficult to define the sentence as it is connected with many lingual and extra 

lingual aspects – logical, psychological and philosophical. We will just stick to one of 

them - according to academician G.Pocheptsov, the sentence is the central syntactic 

construction used as the minimal communicative unit that has its primary predication, 

actualises a definite structural scheme and possesses definite intonation characteristics. 

This definition works only in case we do not take into account the difference between 

the sentence and the utterance. The distinction between the sentence and the utterance 

is of fundamental importance because the sentence is an abstract theoretical entity 

defined within the theory of grammar while the utterance is the actual use of the 

sentence. In other words, the sentence is a unit of language while the utterance is a unit 

of speech [4, 80p.]. 

The most essential features of the sentence as a linguistic unit are: a) its structural 

characteristics – subject-predicate relations primary predication; b) its semantic 

characteristics – it refers to some fact in the objective reality. It is represented in the 

language through a conceptual reality. We may define the proposition as the main 

predicative form of thought. Basic predicative meanings of the typical English sentence 

are expressed by the finite verb that is immediately connected with the subject of the 

sentence primary predication. To sum it up, the sentence is a syntactic level unit, it is 

a predicative language unit which is a lingual representation of predicative thought 

proposition. 

In traditional linguistics sentences, according to their structure, are divided into 

simple and composite, the latter consisting of two or more clauses. The typical English 

simple sentence is built up by one "predicative line'" realized as the immediate 

connection between the subject and the predicate of the sentence. Simple sentences are 



usually classified into one-member and two-member sentences. This distinction is 

based on the representation of the main parts of the sentence: sentences having the 

grammatical subject and the grammatical predicate are termed "two-member" 

sentences; if sentences have only one of these main parts they are termed "one-

member" sentences. Another structural classification of simple sentences is their 

classification into complete and elliptical. I'm glad to see you. Glad to see you. The 

language status of the elliptical sentence is a disputable question; many linguists 

connect the functioning of elliptical sentences with the phenomena of representation 

and substitution. 

Paradigmatic syntax studies the sentence from the point of view of its 

oppositional and derivational status. Paradigmatics finds its expression in a system of 

oppositions which make the corresponding meaningful functional categories. Syntactic 

oppositions are realized by correlated sentence patterns. Paradigmatic principles of 

investigation allowed linguists to find the initial, basic element of syntactic derivation. 

This element is known under different names: "the basic syntactic pattern", "the 

structural sentence scheme", "the elementary sentence model", "the base sentence" and 

"the kernel sentence". The kernel sentence is a syntactic unit serving as a "sentence-

root". The student writes – in any tense. Syntactic derivation should be understood as 

paradigmatic production of more complex pattern-constructions out of kernel pattern 

constructions as their structural bases. 
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